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the fame and the safety of a remote governor

was liable at any time to melt away before the
whisper of a chamberlain. Slaves as vile as
thdsc who now guard the recesses of the Seraglio
determined the fortunes of distant provinces;
and successful warriors, aged statesmen, and
men of proconsular dignity*, found themselves
ensnared in a common net-work of intrigue, and
trembled for the consequences of their impru-
dence if they had failed to propitiate any one of
that noxious host of spies with which, the Eastern
World was infested, Society also at Constan-
tinople was, from the beginning, utterly destitute
of that manly simplicity which Rome, even in
its decline, partially, at least, preserved among
its traditions. Vanity and display ruled with-
out'a mask; and eminence of station was no
longer, even in name, connected with personal
merit. The subordination of ranks3 as complex
and minute as it was unmeaning and arbitrary,
rested1 upon no moral foundation of service done
or protection afforded. The mero ceremonial
connected with it was such as it took a life to.